


Why Me

by purplerose97



Category: Inuyasha
Genre: Adventure, Romance
Language: English
Status: In-Progress
Published: 2016-04-06 00:56:33
Updated: 2016-04-17 01:37:19
Packaged: 2016-04-27 23:13:38
Rating: T
Chapters: 5
Words: 10,430
Publisher: www.fanfiction.net
Summary: After the jewel has been destroyed Kagome and Shippo find themselves thrown even farther in the past than before so far back that the Inu no Taisho is still alive, the question now is with her knowledge of the future will Kagome save her best friends father who he never got to know and will she change the heart of an icy prince for the better? Read to find out!





	1. Chapter 1

**Why Me**

Ch. 1 One Journey Ends Another Begins

Kagome stood on the battlefield bloody and tired, but triumphant and as she looked at her friends she gave them a watery smile for she knew that she may never see them again after today. Shippo and Rin who she had adopted as her own had tears in their eyes they were trying vainly not to shed, as did Sango and Miroku, Inuyasha was as arrogant as ever though his eyes showed that he would miss her too. And her teacher was as always his stoic self though she knew he would miss her as well they had grown rather close over the time she spent as his student and he taught her much just as she taught him much. Finally her eyes turned to the now pure jewel resting in her open palm and she closed her eyes in preparation for the wish she knew she had to make.

She wished with all her heart that all those affected by the jewel find peace and happiness and that the souls trapped within the jewel be set free into the afterlife like they should have been. She opened her eyes to the blue light she was so familiar with surrounding her, but did not expect as a little bundle collided with her just before she was sucked back to her own time.

When she awoke the first thing she noticed was the blue sky above her where she sat in the well the second was the small bundle in her arms that gave a slight moan as she shifted her position. Immediately she checked her adopted son over for any injuries and was relived to only find a large bump on his head that was smaller than the ones he usually received from Inuyasha. Satisfied that her son was safe she gathered her power in her legs like Sesshomaru had taught her and leapt out of the well lading somewhat ungracefully a foot or so away from the well.

She looked around and was shocked to see the forest look so different the trees were smaller and the path she was used to being so worn was hardly there, she turned in the direction of what would have been the Goshinboku only to have her suspicions confirmed they were even farther in the past then before. For there before her was the Goshinboku, but not the one she remembered from her childhood nor the one she was used to seeing in the feudal era no this Goshinboku was much younger and didn't have the scar from Kikyo's arrow. By her calculations because of her knowledge of tree growth she knew the she was at least 200 years before Kikyo pinned Inuyasha to the tree. She also knew there was no way back for her or Shippo because the jewel was gone she could feel it, and with the jewel gone the well no longer worked because it no longer had a power source.

She sighed which meant that she would have adjust to life in this era she was fairly certain she could do that with the knowledge Kaede, Kikyo, and Sesshomaru had given her she could. Shippo would have to disguise himself as human if he wanted to stay with her, but that shouldn't be a problem so long as they didn't come across and really powerful youkai or miko's. If she made a concealment charm from Shippo's and her power combined they would only have to worry about really powerful youkai because with her miko power in the charm other miko's wouldn't suspect a thing. Especially if she claimed him as her son what miko would give their child a trinket that could do them harm accept a dark miko and other miko's would be able to tell she was no such thing.

With a plan in mind she felt a lot better about the future she was sadden that she would likely never see her family again, but at least she was alive and hey she might even get to see a baby Inuyasha or meet the famous Inu No Taisho. Just the thought of a chibi Inuyasha had her nearly squealing with girlish glee and of course there was the Inu No Taisho she had wanted to meet the youkai who sired two of her best friends since she had made friends with his eldest son.

She was brought out of her musings by Shippo starting to awaken in her arms as she rested on one of the Goshinboku's roots where she had perched herself after her shocking discovery. Shippo looked really guilty after she had explained what happened to them, but she assured him that it was alright and a t least they had each other and were not all alone. He dried his tears and nodded and she stood up with him in her arms heading for the cave she knew was near where Edo would be eventually built. After all it was beginning to get dark and though she was a powerful miko and she was suppressing her aura and scent right now she did not want to risk becoming some youkai's dinner.

**|End Chapter|**

Author's Notes: sorry this chapter was so short but I really just wanted to introduce the story and then dig right in to the adventure!

All Character's except my OC's belong to Rumiko Takahashi.
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Ch. 2 Finding A Way

Kagome was certain now that she had done some horrible thing in a past life to anger the kami not only was it extremely hot as she and Shippo set out on their journey but her little friend just had to come along and make her life miserable. It was a really good thing she had learned the herbal remedies for such things in this time since she wanted her modern supplies of such stuff to last as long as possible. She also was glad Sango had taught her about how they took care of the blood in that time period once when she had run out of her modern supplies while embarrassing for both of them at least she wasn't completely hopeless. She had even found a way to make it as comfortable as the modern stuff and showed Sango who immediately took a liking to her improvements.

She also had to keep up the scent masking spell at all times because there had been to many times to count during her bleeding time when she almost lost her virginity forcefully during the shard hunt when she didn't know how to use her powers for such things. Not that any youkai would approach her any way because she carried herself with an air of confidence always with one hand on Ame no Tsubasa a gift from Sesshomaru when she completed her training. He had, had Totosai forge it for her from his own fang and she had felt honored by the proud youkai lord's gift. She also kept the demonic aura of her sword tightly concealed she didn't want to give youkai any warning of what her sword was capable of, and she also didn't want to potentially have anyone who worked for or knew Sesshomaru or his father tell them about the sword.

Shippo was curled in her arms panting as he rested after becoming exhausted on their trek across the land, they were heading in the direction of the nearest village and Shippo looked like a human because of the charm she had made with his help. He had black hair like hers and blue eyes like she did all in all he truly looked like her real son, she on the other hand wore a summer haori and hakama set that had been a gift from Sesshomaru along with several others. The haori was a pale blue and the hakama a slightly darker blue though all her haori and hakama were well made only one pair she would not wear and that was her elaborate youkai made set that repelled dirt, and blood and also had the crest of the house of the moon. Those would get her a lot of questions she could not answer if she wore them, and she would guard the secret of hers and Shippo's origins with her life.

She looked up at the sun and tried to judge the time she saw the sun was about half way across the sky and decided they would stop for lunch earlier she had gathered herbs and berries from the forest. She pulled out the berries and gave a handful of them to Shippo along with some herbs that would stave off any after hunger if the berries didn't fill them.

After the short break for their meager lunch they set out again and Shippo was now out of her arms and walking alongside her pointing out things with his youkai senses that they decided not to dull since they could come in handy in a pinch. The time passed on like that him pointing things out to her and asking questions and she answering the questions she could or giving the best answer she could if she didn't know the answer. When she looked up it was near sunset and she looked in front of her spying the village in the distance she had sensed from afar deciding to take advantage of her station she found a secluded clearing and changed into traditional priestess garbs. When she entered the village the villagers immediately began whispering about her, and a man came forward one who she supposed was the village headman.

The man bowed and greeted her "good evening miko-sama, I am Yuudai headman of this village " she smiled and replied "My name is Kagome a traveling miko, and I was wondering if I might trouble you for a place to stay and supplies and food for me and my son?" The village headman motioned for her to fallow him in to what she assumed was his hut after all it was the biggest and most well maintained of all the huts in the village. "Sit" he said and she did he looked to be thinking deeply about something and she waited patiently for him to gather his thoughts. Finally he looked up with a fierce look in his eyes "miko-sama you have come at a most opportune time, you see my wife is pregnant and though we have a midwife I would prefer you deliver the child should something go wrong."

"I see" "tell me is this your first child if I may ask?" His eyes widened and he nodded not expecting her to be able to tell this was his first child he dropped his eyes from hers sheepishly. He looked back up though when he heard her chuckle as she reached out and patted his back smiling all the way and he looked down to see the miko's son was smiling at him as well.

Three weeks after Kagome arrived at the village the village headman's wife went into labor it was difficult though there were no complications (Kagome had studied medicine in the future aptly after she found out she was a miko so she possessed a vast knowledge that no one of this time did when it came to such things.) After five long hours of blood, sweat, tears and no little cussing the cries of a baby were heard it was a healthy baby boy and after she got the mother cleaned up she called the father in to see his new son. Yuudai instantly had a warm glow in his eyes as he looked upon his newborn son and he turned to her and thanked her profusely for her assistance. Wanting to give the family some privacy she walked out of the room to get herself cleaned up luckily there was a hotspring near the village and she briefly stopped to pick up her bathing supplies before she headed to the hotspring.

She sighed as she felt the waters of the hotspring sooth her muscles and thought about the events of the day she always enjoyed this part of her job the most helping to bring new life into the world. And the looks on the families faces when they saw the newest member of their families they always filled her with a warm fuzzy feeling and an unsurpassable joy that radiated from her in waves and made everyone around her feel happy or joyful as well. (the effect she had on people went unbeknownst to her of course though those who could sense her aura knew it was she that was causing peoples moods to brighten.)

When she returned to the village the villagers greeted her warmly they enjoyed have the warm and kind hearted miko around, and even though it saddened them that she would eventually leave they enjoyed every minute spent in her presence.

She spent two additional weeks in the village making sure the new parents had everything under control before she left with the new supplies they had given her as farewell gifts and payment for her services.

She traveled all over the lands her and her son learning new things and fighting youkai who killed senselessly and before she knew it a year had passed and she had gained quite the reputation for herself among both the humans and the youkai of all the lands. The whispered about her willingness to help everyone be they youkai hanyou or human, but how she would not stand by idly if she thought someone had been wronged or killed without thought.

They whispered of her skill with the sword and the bow and how she was able to move as swiftly and gracefully as a youkai.

This lead both humans and youkai to respect her and all youkai to stay away from her unless their intentions were good as she wouldn't hesitate to kill them although she didn't like it.

During the winter months she had grown even more powerful since she had made her way back to where Edo would be built eventually and set up in the cave she had spent her first night in this era in for the winter. She trained herself and Shippo during those months of cold even though she was good already thanks to Sesshomaru's training, but she would not let herself slack off and her skills rust over like old unused iron.

She had found out during her journeys that she had been correct in her calculations the Inu No Taisho was indeed alive and Izaiyoi was indeed pregnant with Inuyasha which meant she had a choice to make she could either save her best friend's father's life or she could leave things as they were. It was a tough decision and would take much thinking on though he didn't have much time to think because Inuyasha would be born in only a few short months. Whatever she chose would decide the fate of not only the great Inu lord, and his youngest but the very course of time itself, and that knowledge weighed heavily on both hers and Shippo's minds.

**|End Chapter|**

Author's Notes: Ok this chapter was a little bit longer I hope my readers enjoy this chapter as well as any chapters to come.

All characters except my OC's belong to Rumiko Takahashi.

Next chapter the Inu No Taisho is stressed about the upcoming birth of his youngest and decides he needs the help of a certain miko from the future.
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Ch. 3 Meeting the Inu No Taisho

WITH THE INU NO TAISHO

The Inu No Taisho was restless the closer his love Izaiyoi got to giving birth to their child he knew her family would not give up so easily as things stood and let the child live if they could help it. He would not allow her and their pup to die he loved Izaiyoi and though he cared for Inukimi the mother of his first pup and he loved his eldest dearly he did not love Inukimi the way he loved Izaiyoi. His eldest was not happy about it no matter what he and his best friend said to him he saw it as a betrayal to his mother even though they had never mated though he still respected his father. His eldest after he informed him of his mating to Izaiyoi had locked his emotions away much to the dismay of both he and his mother he did know what to do, he eldest only wanted power now.

He allowed a sigh of frustration to pass his lips as his best friend Inukimi came in and began massaging his tense shoulders. "Don't worry "came her soft melodic voice "he will come around eventually. He didn't know how she did it but she always knew how to make him feel better and calm him down when his mind was in utter chaos as it was now.

"I know, but I can't help worrying about him he is my eldest, my first born and I love him dearly despite what he might think at this time." "I know Toga and he knows too he is just not willing to accept you falling in love with Izaiyoi at the moment." "You are right as always Kimi, I don't know what I would do without you" at that she only chuckled and slapped him on the back heartily before leaving him again alone with his thoughts once more.

And then a thought struck him there was a rumor of a powerful miko who was roaming the lands who treated everyone regardless with kindness whether they were human, youkai, or hanyou it made no difference so long as they had no ill intentions. Apparently if she thought you were in the wrong she would set you straight and if you killed without thought she wouldn't hesitate to kill you. In fact she was rumored to have exceptional skill with the sword and the bow and arrows, and she might be just the solution to both of his problems she could protect and care for Izaiyoi until she gave birth and possibly teach his eldest a thing or two as well.

Decision made he set about personally finding the miko who was quickly becoming a legend among both youkai and humans alike.

WITH KAGOME AND SHIPPO

Kagome was near the palace where she knew Izaiyoi-hime was being held prisoner by her family for mating with a youkai. She sighed some people were just so short sighted they couldn't see the love the youkai and the hime had for each other. She had finally made her decision as to what she would do she would not warn the youkai lord no, but make sure he stayed alive even if she had to make a set of subjugation beads to see it happen.

She was brought out of her musings by a happy squeal from the village children and her adoptive son. She smiled at the scene happy that her son was able to play like a normal child and didn't have to constantly worry about being in danger though he still trained he said he wanted to stop having to have her always protect him instead of focusing all of her attention on her fight. She was proud of her adopted son and immensely pleased with how his training was going he still wasn't as strong as her though he was getting there slowly but surely.

She felt the wind shift suddenly and a powerful youkai brush across her miko senses raising the hair on the back of her neck and warning her that a supposed danger was near. She was curious from the aura the youkai coming towards her was most definitely that of a youkai lord. What was a youkai lord doing here and possibly being far away from his lands?

She had her reiki tightly concealed so the youkai most definitely couldn't sense her she would wait because either the youkai had business with Izaiyoi-hime (if so it was most likely the Inu No Taisho) or they were looking for her. In which case they likely wanted her help with something important she had gotten requested from both youkai nobles and human nobles before. Though a good portion of those she turned down because many of the requests wanted her to kill someone and she was a miko a protector not a murder she only killed in self- defense or when standing up for what she believed in. She was also not wearing her miko attire instead wearing one of the kimonos that had been a gift from one of the villages she had helped which wouldn't make it as easy for the youkai to tell her station.

One thing stood to reason though this would certainly be an interesting day.

WITH THE INU NO TAISHO

He had heard a rumor the miko he was searching for was in the village near Izaiyoi's castle he found it ironic that the women was so near his mate the one he wanted her to protect. He landed in near the village, but sensed no miko ki coming from in or around it so either the miko was no longer here or she had hid her aura in which case she was strong indeed most miko he knew of could not mask their power. This finding was intriguing and made him even more certain that the miko was the key to making his eldest son see reason.

The village stirred in unease when they saw him coming into the village and immediately stopped what they were doing, as a man came forth from the crowd obviously the leader of the village. The man bowed low and when he straightened he spoke "to what do we owe this pleasure youkai-sama?" "This one is searching for the miko who has been rumored to help all and heard she resided in this village, is this true?" "It is I shall take you to her if you so wish it" he nodded and fallowed after the other male.

Kagome was humming as she crushed herbs in a bowl to make a healing salve she was helping the elderly healer that lived in the village and was helping the women with training her young pupil in the way of herbs. The elder enjoyed the young miko's presence the girl was very gentle and kind, but stern and wouldn't hold back on telling you exactly what she thought about you. The young women also had a way of training her young apprentice that kept her involved and not so board yes maiyune loved helping people, but she was young and couldn't keep focus if something could not keep and hold her attention.

Kagome smiled as she recalled the elders shocked look when she got her apprentice to sit through an entire lesson on healing herbs without losing her attention once.

She looked up when she sensed the powerful youkai aura from earlier approach the hut where she sat grinding herbs along with the aura of the village headman. When they stopped a short distance away she looked up only to see a face she recognized from the brief glimpse during the Soun'ga incident and from the paintings at the western shiro. It was the Inu No Taisho which means he had business with her. She silently was grateful for the fact she had her scent hidden and Sesshomaru had taught her how to control her outward expressions even her eyes did not give away what she was thinking.

She looked to the village headman for an answer he cleared his throat "miko-sama, this youkai here asked for an audience" she nodded and he must have also taken that as a signal to take his leave for he left her alone with the youkai. She tilted her head to the side while staring up at the youkai questioningly "may I enquire as to your business with me youkai lord?"

He examined the female human as they approached her he paused to inhale and try and catch her scent, but was surprised to detect not a hint of her scent she must have had a very good teacher in order the be able to do that. What he found even more odd about her was her sapphire blue eyes that where like frozen pools though they weren't icy like his eldest child's they were still vacant of any emotion. He was snapped out of his reverie when he heard her speak "may I enquire as to your business with me youkai lord?" So she was aware of his status perhaps this would aid him in his quest for her assistance.

They stared at eachother for a few moments longer, but were interrupted by a sudden breathless call of "mama, mama", she looked over and let a small smile grace her features as he adopted son launched himself at her. She caught him easily and he snuggled into her chest for a moment and she kissed the top of his head affectionately "what is it Shippo?" she asked him as he peaked up at her from her lap. He fidgeted for a moment before he replied "I sensed a powerful youkai aura enter the village and was worried about you mama." "Oh you big sweetheart, thank you for being so worried about me, though I don't think I am in any danger as I was informed the youkai you sensed intended to speak with me and you and I both know that youkai lords are honorable."

Her kit nodded then settled himself in her lap he knew what she said was true, but his instincts were still clamoring so he decided to be present for the conversation to appease his instincts.

Toga watched the miko interact with the concealed kitsune pup she treated the little one as if he were he own by blood, though he had to wonder how she had managed to adopt the little one since kitsune where master tricksters they did not easily give up their young. Though he thought perhaps she had come across the young one after his parents had been killed and taken him in which seemed the more likely option with what he had witnessed himself and what the rumors said. It was truly amazing how some of her emotionlessness melted away when in her pup's presence, and he wondered if Sesshomaru would be that way with his own pup if/when he mated.

He cleared his throat bring both pup and mother's attention back to him. "You are both involved so your son can stay for our conversation" he felt the little one's gaze warm and mentally congratulated himself for scoring a few points with the pup. The miko settled herself more comfortably and turned those unsettlingly bright and extremely intelligent looking blue eyes on him. He had never felt so vulnerable as he did then not since he was a pup it felt like she was peering into his soul and seeing everything he had done in his life and was measuring his worth based on what she saw. It was unnerving to say the least, but he pushed it away and began to tell her why he had sought her out.

When he was done she had a contemplative look on her face, as did the pup sitting in her lap they looked at eachother for a while seemingly communicating silently with eachother before nodding apparently coming to a decision. When the miko looked back up to him her impassive mask was back in place and he held his breath as she opened her mouth to reply "we would be honored to watch over and care for Izaiyoi-sama." "Good" he replied his deep baritone rumbling his approval of her answer. Since I will be working for you now I see no reason for you to not know my name "I am Kagome a traveling miko" "and I am the Inu No Taisho ruler of the western lands, but you may call me Toga." "Very well Toga-sama."

"One more thing Toga-sama" "yes" he replied "

"When do you wish me to be ready to travel?" "In a weeks' time I wish to retrieve my mate and take her to the western shiro with us so that she may be even safer from any attacks upon her and my pup's life." "I understand we shall see you in a weeks' time then Toga-sama" he nodded before leaping into the sky and heading back to the western shiro he had much to do to make ready for his mate, the miko and her pup's arrival"

****Chapter End****

Author's Notes: This chapter is done I hope I did well and got Toga's personality right, do you think Inukimi should be more resentful or stay the same as she is in personality in this story?

All characters except my OC's belong to Rumiko Takahashi.

Next Chapter- Kagome meets Izaiyoi and they hit it off, Toga takes them to the western shiro, and Kagome comes face to face with a younger more haughty Sesshomaru good thing she knows older Sesshomaru's personality so well otherwise she might be tempted to purify him future teacher or no
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A week later just as promised the Toga was back to pick her up from the village where he had found her. She was excited to see the western shiro again though she was sure it was relatively the same she also knew it would be different because a different lord was ruling it. She turned her musings inward as thought about the people she knew she was about to meet.

She wondered if Sesshomaru was the same as he had been before Rin changed him probably after all he likely just found out about his father's human mate and knowing how inu-youkai worked would have seen it as a betrayal. She knew what Izaiyoi looked like due to the incident with the un-mother, but she wondered what the hime would be like in person certainly intelligent of course, but what more was there to the hime. Would she be haughty like many other females she had met, would she be shy and demure like many of the feudal era's female's, or would she be kind and just and always have a very good and valid reason for her actions.

She also wondered about lady Inukimi she had met Sesshomaru's mother on one occasion during her training, and she knew that her teacher did not just get his intelligence from his father. The lady Inukimi was intelligent to the extreme and ruthless as hell just like her formidable son especially if she wanted something what she wanted she got and nothing got in her way. That realization made a shiver of fear course up her spine and she decided she would do her best to keep Inukimi's curiosity off of her she really did not want to feel like an ant under a magnifying glass pun intended.

Sesshomaru's iciness and witty come backs she could deal with his mother's curiosity and penchant for toying with people out of boredom she could not. It was lucky thanks to lessens from the lady that she knew pretty much everything there was to know about youkai culture, and she was freverently thanking Sesshomaru for forcing her to go through torcher by Inukimi to learn about such things. Inukimi had also taken the liberty of teaching her many of the youkai languages which came in handy if you wanted to listen in on youkai talking without them realizing you could understand them. She remembered the look on several of Sesshomaru's generals and advisors faces when she repeated word for word in Japanese what they had said about her. She thought they were going to faint and die of a heart attack right then and there and she had to struggle to keep from dropping to the floor rolling around laughing her ass off.

That had most definitely been one of the best days of her training that and the day she put the stupid servant in their place who dared to insult her little Shippo calling him a disgrace the their race. He miko powers had risen and swirled around her dangerously then making the hair on her son's neck stand up and the female servant cower in fear of what she would do. Luckily Sesshomaru had decided to step in then and punish the insolent maid himself she had been banished form the palace and threatened with bodily harm should she attempt to return or conspire against him. If there was one thing Sesshomaru didn't do it was make idle threats if he promised something he keep that promise.

She was brought out of her musings when she felt them landing and even after all this time she was still in aww of the western shiro it was magnificent with its towering outer walls, lush luxuriant gardens, and plush bedrooms. Not to mention the remarkably modern bathing chambers Kagome was almost heartbroken when she had to leave simply because she loved bathing and the hotspring waters were simply divine.

She walked two steps behind Toga as he was higher ranking than she only one of equal rank was allowed to walk beside the lord. The gigantic doors to the entry hall of the castle were opened and they were admitted inside and before them stood the lady Inukimi who looked a little younger and a definitely younger looking Sesshomaru. The lord stepped aside so his lady and first born could get a look at her she showed no weakness she knew she had to prove herself worthy to the two inu before her if her stay here was to be at all pleasant. The lady circled her inspecting every inch of her, she then flared her aura out and Kagome flared her aura in response just as strongly as the lady had. The whole time she had not looked up as looking the alpha(s) in the eye was a sign of disrespect.

Finally the lady seemed satisfied and said "raise your head little miko" she did and met the lady's sharp golden eyes that had something akin to approval in them. "I must admit when my lord first informed me of his intentions I was skeptical that you would be of any help, now I see I was wrong in my assumption you are strong and will do a fine job protecting my lord's mate." She bowed and said "I am honored by your praise milady and will do my best not to disappoint you or your lord "I did not doubt you would". The young lord just gave her a onceover and sniffed in disdain before giving a look to his father and turning around to stride out of the room.

When the doors had closed behind his eldest the lord sighed and turned to the miko who he had brought to help his mate "I am sorry for my eldest disrespect he does not approve of my mating nor does he approve of humans in general." "It is all right my lord I have dealt with youkai and humans like him before I am sure if I can deal with them I can deal with the young lord's temperament." That got a chuckle from the lord "yes but I doubt they were anything like Sesshomaru he gives a new meaning to the word asshole no pun intended." The lady gave her lord an icy glare for that one and he just srugged the look in his eyes saying as clearly as if he were speaking "what you know it's true". The miko chuckled at the exchange which caused both youkai to raise an eyebrow at her in a similar fashion to Sesshomaru which made her want to chuckle harder, but she withheld the chuckles knowing they might think her crazy.

Shippo who had been silent the entire way to the shiro and up until now chose that moment to speak up gaining the attention of the inu matriarch "mama I'm tired can we go to our room now so I can sleep?" She looked towards the lord for the answer, but it was the lady that spoke "come I will show you personally to your room for the duration of your stay here." The lady turned to lead the way out of the entry hall of the palace and just before they disappeared through the door the lord spoke "I will send a servant for you to escort you to dinner, at dinner you will meet your charge, after dinner we will move to my study to discuss your duties and privileges in more detail and inform Izaiyoi of the reason for your being here." She nodded before fallowing the lady into the twisting hallways of the palace.

**With the lady, Kagome, and Shippo…**

She fallowed quietly behind the lady as she was led to her room knowing from personal experience the lady did not appreciate idle chatter. Having grown used to not conversing as much due to traveling and being trained by both the lady and her son she was not bothered by the silence at all unlike most of her kind would. Eventually they came to a door in the family wing of the palace which didn't surprise her after all it would be easier to take care of Izaiyoi if she were placed closer to her. What surprised her though she kept it tightly hidden behind her polite mask was the fact the room she would be staying in the same room she had been during her training with Sesshomaru.

The lady turned to her and said "this will be your room for the duration of your stay here; the other door inside on the right leads to your own personal hot springs, the armoire in the corner is full of kimono you can wear if you do not have fitting clothing, the bell near the futon summons a servant if you need anything." "I suggest you bath and get dressed the evening meal is in one hour, oh and your son will be staying in the same room as you since my lord felt you two would not want to be separated in an unfamiliar place, I will see you at dinner." And with that the lady was gone leaving the two newcomers to get themselves settled in their new home for the time being.

**With Kagome and Shippo…**

As soon as the door clicked shut behind the lady Kagome spun around and took in the room it was the same as it had been when she stayed in it in the future, Light blue walls polished elegant mahogany furniture, with soft cushions around a small table, a desk with paper and writing utensils, and a large futon big enough to fit six people comfortably and armoire filled with beautiful silk kimono, and a mirror with all the works a female would need including a standing mirror. She set her bag on the floor on the right side of the armoire before looking for a formal kimono suitable for eating dinner tonight, and then getting Shippo one of the formal hakama and haori she had bought him from out of her bag. She turned to Shippo and he nodded and they both headed for the hot springs to get cleaned up for dinner.

Once in the hot springs they quickly cleaned her helping Shippo with his hair before she took care of her own and then getting dressed. The kimono she had chosen was a two layer kimono with a pale blue inner kimono and an about two shades darker but still very light blue outer kimono with white doves racing across the fabric, and a pair of matching light blue slippers. For Shippo she had chosen a teal haori with emerald leaves scattered about the sleeves, a brown vest to go over the top, pale green hakama and durable brown youkai hide boots. She sat Shippo down in front of the mirror and brushed out his hair tying it with a white ribbon and then sat down herself to brush out her own long raven locks that now reached down to her mid-thighs. She then threw her hair into a tight yet slightly messy bun and put on a bit of pink rouge to complete the ensemble.

Just as she was wiping the excess rouge from her finger tips there was a knock on the door she called out "come in" and a maid stepped into the room and bowed "my name is Hitomiko milady, milord has sent me to escort you to dinner." She nodded to the young youkai female who she could tell was a bird youkai of some sort since she was a little flighty so to speak. Occasionally the youkai would look over at her and she guessed the youkai found it odd that a miko such as her was not trying to kill her no but instead was fallowing sedately behind her calmly. Eventually the youkai gained the courage to ask her question "milady pardon, but I wanted to ask why help the lord he is youkai don't your kind hate youkai and think us ruthless savages born form the depths of hell itself?"

**Outside the dining hall…**

The maid was surprised by the chuckle she got after her question, but even more surprised by the answer she received "while that is true of most of my kind it is not true of myself." "Milady?" at the maids questioning look she elaborated "you see I do not believe that all youkai are evil hell spawn, but should receive the benefit of the doubt just like humans, after all there are good humans just like there are good youkai, and there are bad humans just as there are bad youkai." "wouldn't you agree?" Just as she finished that sentence they arrived at the dining hall and the miko and the young kitsune left a shell shocked youkai maid behind. Hitomiko knew things would be quite different around the palace and couldn't wait to tell the other maids about what their lord new miko ward had said.

**With everyone in the dining hall…**

As Kagome entered the dining hall she and Shippo bowed to the lord, his mate, and his lady and thanked them for their hospitality and the privilege they had given them. Dinner was a quiet affair with only Lady Izaiyoi trying to make small talk she caught the young prince starring a few times likely surprised that she could handle watching a youkai eat. She was used to it after all she had spent months in this very palace watching the very prince who watched her eat along with any of the youkai guests he happened to have visit. Not to mention she had been on battle fields covered in blood spatter from fallen enemies and had to treat wounds from said battles before so she was pretty much immune to blood and gore now.

After dinner Toga-sama stood and offered his hand to his mate and motioned for her to rise as well. She fallowed quietly behind the lord and his mate to his study that was the same as she remembered with a few minor details. Toga-sama sat himself down behind his desk and his mate down beside him, and motioned for her to take the seat across from him. "Now to outline your duties, you will check on Izaiyoi every morning after she gets up and every evening before she goes to bed to assure that she had the pup remain healthy."

"You are free to go anywhere you wish in the palace, and you have full use of the dojo anytime you wish as I'm sure you and your kit would like to hone your skills."

"You may leave the palace and got collect herbs in the forest, but you must inform me first and take at least one guard with you I will not have you harmed while in my employ."

"Also at some point I would like to see your skills with the sword and the bow so I can judge whether you are competent enough to protect my mate, I mean no offense it is simply the way I do things."

"That is all for the night, you may return to your room for the night" she nodded and walked back to her room and as soon as the door closed her mask crumbled and she let out a sigh of relief. The day had not been nearly as bad as she imagined, but it had still been really tiring she thought as she stripped and pulled on a sleeping yukata she had gotten out of the armoire. The last thing she remembered before darkness took her was collapsing on the futon and curling around Shippo protectively.

**|Chapter End|**
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	5. Chapter 5 Fight to the Finish

**Why Me**

Ch. 5 Fight to the Finish

Kagome woke up later than usual not feeling the need to get ready for travel or help out at whatever village she was staying at like she usually did though she still woke up pretty early by others standards. She spread out her senses searchingly towards the direction of Inutaisho's room and found Izaiyoi to still be asleep so she didn't have to start her duties just yet she thought as she stretched like feline. She next sought out Inutaisho's aura to let him know that she was awake even though he probably already knew that she was. He responded to her gentle prodding with a light nudge of his own in greeting. Satisfied she gently and quietly slipped out of the bed she and Shippo had been sharing to start her morning routine.

She went over to the armoire and choose a light green haori and hakama set and over that a slightly darker green kimono with no ornamentation on it at all after all she was a worrier not a princess and need not dress nicely unless in the presence of guests or at dinner. Once done she went over to her bag and took out the soap she had made herself that was the same as her own personal smell at least that's what Sesshomaru's mother had told her when she picked up another in a market they had gone to.

**_Flashback: They were going to the village outside the castle gates today for her lessons because Lady Inukimi was teaching her etiquette so she need to learn how to choose things best suited for herself that made her look even more beautiful than she already was. Accessories such as jewelry, hair ornaments and what colors suited her best and brought out her greatest features. She was oddly drawn to a perfume and soap shop and was looking at the soaps and sighing dreamily when Inukimi thrust a bar of soap into her hand and told her "this one suits you best because it is the closest to your natural scent".{ End Flashback_**}

After that day she either bought that kind of soap or she made it herself after having someone teach her how to make soap of course since she didn't after all she lived in the future where machines made almost everything.

She shook her head to get rid of the thoughts of the distant past before she skipped to the hot springs attacked to her room and stripped bare in moments she sat on a stool and pored a bucket of cold water over her head. She then proceeded to scrub down and climbed into the hot spring (she could do the cold water thing here because it was indoors so there was no risk of her catching cold from bathing like this). She soaked and swam off and on for her bath and was thoroughly enjoyed herself she hadn't had the chance to just soak in a hot spring in forever.

By the time she got out Shippo was up and rubbing the sleep out of his still sleep hazed eyes he immediately noticed her and offered her a sleepy smile and a faint "good morning oka-san". She just chuckled and have the still not quite awake boy a gentle hug and a good morning kiss before choosing out an outfit for the boy and ushering him gently towards the springs to wash up for breakfast which would be soon. As soon as her son was dressed they headed down to breakfast where Izaiyoi greeted them with a cheerful hello she had taken an immediate liking to the little miko.

The lady merely greeted her with a slight nod of her head while the lord gave her a small smile he was quite taken with the little miko as well, and the prince just ignored her as if she didn't exist. The atmosphere this morning was a little less strained like it was yesterday and she actually chatted quietly with Izaiyoi unlike yesterday where she just ate her meal quietly and nodded every now and then to show she was still listening.

Finally the meal was over and it was time for Izaiyoi's checkup she was led back to her room where she was asked lie down, Kagome them quickly cleared her mind and placed a glowing hand gently on Izaiyoi's stomach. She vaguely felt Inutaisho's presence hovering over Izaiyoi protectively looking for the slightest sign that she was hurting Izaiyoi she snorted inwardly like that was ever going to happen. Once finished she gave both Izaiyoi and her mate a gentle smile and informed them that the baby was doing fine and that she should give birth to the little one pretty soon. Both parents were overjoyed though a little anxious Izaiyoi because this was her first child and Inutaisho because things were getting dicey between the west and the north.

The west and the north had always been rivals now though they were enemies even though the Inu No Taisho and Ryuukotsusei had been friends since they were very young and then one day the dragon lord had declared them enemies. No one knew the reason why and though he didn't show it the Inu No Taisho had been deeply hurt by the dragon lord's declaration.

The only reason she could tell that, that was what Inutaisho was thinking about was because a) she had heard the story from Myoga in the future and b) she had spent enough time around his eldest to be able to read what he was thinking. Seeing the worry on his face she set out to relieve it and said "do not worry Inutaisho-sama I will not let any harm befall Izaiyoi-sama even if I must die to do so then so be it so long as she is safe!" For even greater effect she bowed low to both the western lord and his mate whom she had agreed to protect. The Inutaisho was looking at her gratefully while Izaiyoi was getting a little teary eyed "if you are going to make a promise like that them I will have another of you?" "Hai?" "Don't throw your life away recklessly or unless you believe there to be no other choice!" "Hai Inutaisho-sama!"

With those last words she excused herself from the lady and lords presence and headed towards the library planning on doing some relaxing reading before going to train in the dojo later in the afternoon. On her way she sought out her son's aura and as she figured he was busy playing pranks on the guards and castle staff honestly he was too mischievous for his own good sometimes she thought fondly.

She finally reached the library and proceeded to look for a scroll she wanted to read she spotted one on kitsune youkai and decided to read up more on them because really didn't know all that much about kitsune and it may give her some insight on how to raise Shippo. Taking the scroll to a comfy looking nook in the back of the library near a window where she could gaze out at the garden during the day and get a beautiful view of the sunset if she was here when the sun set. Curling up comfortably on the feather cushions she began to read and that was how the young prince found her.

Honestly she was expecting him to confront her at some point in time while she stayed here though she was hoping her would give her a few days to settle in but she had been hoping for too much with that she knew how impatient Sesshomaru could be when he wanted to. She sighed and looked up at the seething young prince with a pleasant smile "Is there something I can do for you prince Sesshomaru?" "I need nothing from a mortal such as yourself" he said in a biting tone "My father has fallen far first he mates with that weak and pathetic mortal hime and then he brings a miko with barely any power into the palace!" She knew he was trying to rile her but she wasn't going to give him the satisfaction instead she was going to hit him where it hurts in his ego. If she knew one thing that got to someone especially if that someone especially a male someone it was jabbing at their pride.

"Oh if your father is so weak them why do you keep losing to him every time you challenge him?" She smirked at his shocked look "don't be surprised I've heard of you you're quite well known among both human and youkai kind" she was cut off by him swiping his claws at her. "Oh my I heard that you didn't like humans, but going so far as to attack one of your father's guests I had thought better of you than that my mistake." That only seemed to piss him off further than he abruptly halted himself mid-strike apparently figuring out that she was purposefully pushing his buttons to get him to react. "Hn you have a sharp tongue it's too bad you don't have the strength to match it" "really!" she said just as he was about to leave "well if you're so sure you can beat me why don't we test that theory of yours in a spar."

He smirked thinking that showing her his deadly fang combined with his now animalistic expression would scare her, but he had another thing coming this younger Sesshomaru was no were near as scary as his older self. She merely smiled and said "I'll meet you in the dojo in one hour" before walking past the youkai prince whom she had managed to stun twice in a short amount of time "Fine I accept your challenge mortal" he said over his shoulder "but it's your funeral I won't go easy on just because you are a weak human!"

Undenounced to them Kagome's maid who had come to check on her had heard her challenge and the young princes acceptance and was excited she had a feeling her little miko charge would teach the young prince a lesson he would never forget. She hurried to tell her lord of what she had heard knowing he would want to see it to see his son's reaction and to see how skilled the little miko was so he could rest easy leaving his mate in the care of the miko.

She burst into her lords' study in her haste to tell him the news luckily he wasn't preoccupied with any guests at the moment or he would have surely punished her.

He raised an eyebrow and waited for the maid he had assigned to the little miko to catch her breath so she could tell him why she had barged into his study. "My lord I am sorry to intrude, but I just heard the little miko you assigned me to challenge your son to a sparring match". "Really is that so when did she set this match for?" "one hour from now milord" "very well I shall watch this little match to make sure that no one gets seriously hurt knowing my son if she wins he will try and kill her and I cannot have that seeing as I just found her and she can take better care of Izaiyoi than most anyone else".

"You may go now" "and Hitomiko?" "Hai milord?" "I would appreciate it if you spoke of this to no one I do not want this to become a spectacle, having Sesshomaru challenge me constantly is bad enough without this added on to it." "Hai milord" then she turned around and resisted the urge to tell everyone she saw about what she had whitness being a bird youkai she was naturally chatty, but she would withhold the urge to talk for her lord.

Lunch came and went and the time of the challenge drew near surprisingly the little miko was the first to arrive and she went over to the wall to choose a weapon for the fight and the Inutaisho watched her keenly as she ran her hand over the many weapons he had available. She surveyed the weapons as keenly as the Inutaisho surveyed her and she knew without a doubt that these weapons were the same as she had seen in this dojo when she was training with the future Sesshomaru. She skipped over the swords, the axes, the bow and arrows and quite a few other weapons that most people would choose and came to the scythes. Now that was an odd choice not many people chose scythes as a weapon mainly because it was so hard to use it in battle.

This would be a most interesting fight to be sure and just as that thought finished his eldest walked into the room wielding tenseiga his son was rather overconfident then if he was using tenseiga. Kagome had already stripped to her haori and hakama for this match so she got into a ready stance as Sesshomaru did on the other side of the dojo. "I hope you are prepared to lose mortal" "I'm not the one that will be losing, but thank you for worrying about me" she said pleasantly while he growled quietly. Oh so the little miko had a sharp tongue this would be an even more interesting match then he had first thought.

He brought his focus back in just in time to see his son charge at the little miko who surprisingly blocked his sons thrust effortlessly with the blade of her scythe, so she knew how to use it her master must have been skilled not many had the skill to use a scythe much less train someone else to use one.

He could see his son was getting frustrated with how this fight was going he had not expected her to be even remotely this good in all honesty he had not either, but she was and she wasn't even using her powers yet. He could see the finely defined muscles in her legs, arms and abdomen bunching and releasing as they fought in a wonderful display of strength. This fight went on for three hours straight with neither giving an inch by this time sweat was pouring off of both of them and the Inutaisho knew this fight would soon be over. They both were tiring especially Kagome because although she was extremely well trained she was still only human and humans could only take so much especially with opponents who had centuries of practice and skill like his son.

He zeroed back in on the fight he did not want to miss the outcome of this fight. Suddenly without warning Kagome threw her scythe to the side and caught Sesshomaru's blade with both hands and before Sesshomaru could react she had brought her foot up enhanced with her miko powers and sent him flying across the dojo and into the wall were it took him a moment to get up from the impact. He could tell that this fight was over for his son because Kagome now had a completely serious face on up until this point she had been smiling as if she were just having a fun session of sparring but now her lips were drawn in thin line and her face was hard.

And when his son came back for the finishing blow she was ready bending back so far he thought she would break in half from trying to dodge the blow and pulled his son's feet right from out under him and sent him to the floor, with tenseiga in her hand pressed with lethal pressure against his son's throat her eyes daring him to continue the match. He glared for a moment before finally submitting and she got up off of him before handing his sword back to him and giving him a cheeky smirk.

Oh yes this was definitely a beating his son would never forget not if he had anything to say about it anyway. He would make sure that his son would never underestimate his opponent by appearances alone, and take every opponent seriously from the beginning. Though he had to wonder who in the world the miko's teacher was whoever they were was really good throughout the match he could barely see any weaknesses in her defense or her attack.

She attacked ruthlessly without holding a single thing back it was almost like watching a sharper more sophisticated version of his son. He shook that thought off though as far as he was aware the two had never met before today do that was impossible.

**|End Chapter|**
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End file.
